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elcome, to the first issue of Serendipity Garden
Design’s Garden Notes, a quarterly newsletter for our
clients and friends. Its Spring! Time to get outside

and do those spring gardening chores. If you need help with spring
cleanup and maintenance, please don’t hesitate to give us a call at 
202-544-7247 and make an appointment!

Spring Care
Before most perennials come up out of the ground and shrubs start to
grow new leaves, there are some things you need to take care of in the
garden.

First, if you didn’t cut back your summer perennials, now is the time to
do it. Cut herbaceous, non-evergreen perennials to the ground before
new green leaves appear to make things neater. For evergreen peren-
nials, such as Lenten Rose (Helleborus x orientalis), and Liriope, trim
back brown and yellow leaves to improve appearance. 

A good one-inch layer of compost, such as LeafGro (available at
Frager’s Hardware on Capitol Hill) will give your garden all the fertilizer
it needs for the year. Next, apply two inches of mulch to keep things
neat and stop weeds from growing easily. We recommend a fine pine
mulch rather than large hardwood chips or chunks.

Then, sit back and watch your garden start to grow!

Our Favorite Plants of the Season

Lenten Rose (Helleborus x orientalis) should
be blooming now, and the blooms will 
continue to almost May. Cut back any dead or
yellowing leaves and trim off old growth to let
the new growth and flowers show. This is one
of our favorite evergreen perennial plants and
one of the only things that blooms in very
early spring (Ours started blooming in
December this year!).

Japanese Kerria (Kerria Japonica)
This beautiful, graceful shrub with its bright
green arching stems will be blooming with
tons of yellow flowers soon. If you see double
flowers, you have the “Pleniflora” cultivar.
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The designer’s garden.



Specialized Service, only from
Serendipity Garden Design: Care
Instruction Booklet

Serendipity Garden Design adds an optional
feature for everyone who hires us to create
their garden: a customized care instruction
booklet, which includes overall care
instructions, pictures of plants, bloom time,
and specific care for each plant. This full color
bound booklet is available for your garden for
$250, after your garden is completed. If you
don’t already have one, contact Serendipity
Garden Design at 202.544.7247.

A Case Study: Front Yard of a Capitol Hill Rowhome
This yard started out as an illegal parking pad installed by the previous
owner (top photo); the District denied him a curb cut so it was impossi-
ble to actually park here! For years the new owner relied on containers
to beautify her yard, which can be very time-consuming to care for in
such a large space. So Serendipity Garden Design had the concrete
taken out (no small task), designed a new concrete walkway edged with
brick, with a small curve to soften the entrance, re-tooled the fence,
and installed a beautiful part-sun perennial and shrub garden. 

Two years after installation (see bottom photo, above), it is lush and
beautiful, yet surprisingly low maintenance. Quick and efficient 
maintenance a few hours every month keeps weeds at bay and flowers
neat, compost and mulch in spring keeps plants healthy, and cleanup in
fall makes everything neat for the winter. Remember: there is no such
thing as a “no-maintenance” garden!

Garden Notes is a publication of Serendipity
Garden Design. All material is copywrited
and cannot be used without the permission
of the owner. All photos taken by Julie Olson.

For information about services for the small
urban environment, including design, 
installation, and maintenance of plantings,
patios and walkways, water features, sun and
shade gardens, herb or container gardens, or
rooftop gardens , please contact:

Julie Olson, Designer
Serendipity Garden Design
320 G Street SE
Washington, DC 20003
202.544.7247
www.serendipitygardendesign.com
julie@serendipitygardendesign.com

The designer’s dog, Butterscotch, in her garden. Yes,
plants and dogs can coexist!


